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of the sensory speech centre, i. «., an interruption in the parts connecting this 
part with other cortical areas. True motor aphasia from otitic abscess of 
the left temporal lobe has not yet been reported, according to Oppenheim. 
In some instances the rapid extension of the pus collection with consequent 
oedema and softening may interfere with the motor speech-region and give 
rise to the impression that we are confronted with a case of true motor 
aphasia. Sometimes the abscess severs the pathways connecting the tone- 
picture ( klangbild .) centre with the optic centre. In such an instance the 
patient presents symptoms of optic or optic-acoustic aphasia, as in a case 
reported by Jansen (Berlin ilin. Wochenschr., 1895, 35), in which the patient 
cannot employ nor comprehend a word expressive of an object without 
seeing the corresponding object. Questions relating to subjective conditions, 
however, are understood and correctly answered. 

In a case of non-otitic brain-abscess, reported by Eskridge (Medical 
News, July 27, 1895), the surface temperature was subnormal by 1°-1.5° F. on 
the same side of the head as the brain-abscess, the latter being on the non¬ 
paretic side. This temperature symptom might aid in localizing a cerebral 
abscess in any instance, though it cannot be considered a constant symptom, 
though valuable when it occurs. 
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Diet in the Etiology and Treatment of Diseases of the Skin. 

In a paper read before the British Medical Association (British Journal of 
Dermatology , October, 1895) Walter G. Smith presents the following con¬ 
clusions upon this subject: 

1. Very few skin diseases are directly traceable to dietetic causes, but 
improper diet may aggravate existing eruptions. Idiosyncrasy must be 
largely allowed for. 

2. The diseases that may so arise are of a transitory character and mostly 
belong to the class of erythemata. 

3. Diet has very little influence in promoting the cure of cutaneous erup¬ 
tions. The results are far behind popular expectations, even in such cases 
as acne rosacea, where we are led to hope for much. 

4. Avoidance of alcohol, regulation of the bowels, and the cure of anemia 
are of infinitely greater importance than special dieting in the management 
of diseases of the skin. 
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Autointoxication and Skin Diseases. 

Blaschko reviews at length ( Berliner klinik, September, 1895) the evi¬ 
dence for the possible origin of akin diseases through the introduction into 
the circulation of toxic substances formed in the organism itself. The occur¬ 
rence of various forms of eruption after the ingestion of certain drugs and 
alimentary substances lends probability to the view that some diseases of the 
skin, at least, may be due to autointoxication. This mode of origin is most 
probable in those exanthems which in their external phenomena and clinical 
course agree with the drug eruptions: all kinds of erythemata, urticaria, 
herpes, pemphigus. As to the autotoxic origin of eczema, the author thinks 
that the exacerbations so often seen in this disease may be due to toxic 
matters formed in the organism, but that the disease itself is not thus caused. 
Blaschko thinks it extremely probable that many cutaneous diseases may 
originate by a process of autointoxication, but positive proof is still wanting. 


The Dermatosis of Dubbing Occurring in Pregnancy. 

Perrin, who has made a study of this disease, also known as herpes gesta- 
tionis, arrives at the following conclusions (Dermatose de Duhring au Cours 
de la Grossesse ): 

1. Herpes gestationis is a variety of Duhring’s disease. Pregnancy pre¬ 
disposes to it because of the troubles it causes in the function of the kidneys. 

2. Duhring’s disease seems to be connected with the presence in the blood, 
afterward in the skin, of a substance which is fixed by the white globules 
under the form of acidophilous granules. 

3. The toxicity of the liquid in the vesicles appears to be due to this sub- 
Btance. It is this which produces the nervous effects of the disease, and 
perhaps the death of children in pregnant women who are affected by it. 


Investigations Concerning the Elements of Molluscum 

CONTAGIOSUM. 

Benda ( Dcrmalologuche Zeilechri/t, Band ii. Heft 3) reports some new 
observations concerning this much-discussed disease. 

As to the origin of the molluscum tumors, he believes that they may start 
in the epidermis as well as in the hair-follicle, contrary to the opinions of 
Virchow and Israel, who assert that the follicle is the exclusive place of 
origin. 

In the cell-bodies of the cells of the rete mucosum he found certain round 
or elliptical bodies which he designates “ initial corpuscles.” These bodies 
are always surrounded' by a small unstained halo which the author regards 
as a vacuole. The three following peculiarities characterize these “ initial 
corpuscles:” (a) Tingibility by means of a method which is especially dis¬ 
tinguished by its affinity for the body of micro-organisms; (6) their sharp 
limitation against the cell-body; (c) third and altogether special variations 
of form, of size, and number, which can scarcely be explained except as 
phenomena of division and segmentation. Such phenomena can only be 
ascribed to parasitic structures. The author thinks that one should dis- 
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tinguish between the appearances due to cell invasion and the cell-changes 
produced secondarily through this. 


Massage in the Treatment of Acne of the Face. 

In a communication made to the Dermatological Society of Moscow 
{Dermataloguchc Zeitschrift, Band ii. Heft 3), Pospelow calls attention to 
the good results which he has obtained from massage of the skin of the face 
in the treatment of acne in this situation. By means of massage the lessened 
tone of the skin, and especially of the sebaceous glands, is increased, and the 
thickened sebaceous matter expressed from the ducts of the glands. The 
rubbing should not be done at random, but should follow the direction of 
the gland ducts and the muBcle-fibres of the Bkin in order that the sebum 
may be expressed from the glands. Massage should be done for ten minutes 
at a time, morning and evening, for several months, until the tone of the 
skin is restored and the openings of the sebaceous glands have diminished 
to their normal size. 

The Physiology of the Trichophytons. 

Leslie Roberts ( Journal of Pathology and Bacteriology, July, 1895), as 
the result of experimental observation, arrives at the following conclusions 
concerning the physiology of the trichophyton: There exists in the lowest 
order of plants destitute of chlorophyll an extensive group of fungi whose 
distinguishing feature is their ability to digest horny tissues, probably by 
means of a ferment. This keratolytic group includes favus (achorion), the 
various kinds of trichophytons, and some aspergilli, and probably many 
others not yet defined. There are two natural distinctions observable in the 
purely trichophytic fungi, namely, a kind that digests both the cuticle and 
cortical substance of the hair simultaneously, and a variety that digests the 
cortical substance first, leaving the cuticle unaffected or attacks it at a later 
period. The author rejects Sabouraud's terms *’ microsporon” and “ megalo- 
sporon,” and would suggest others founded upon this keratolytic property; 
he would designate the cuticle- and cortex-destroying varieties trichophyta 
deformans, and the cortex-destroying kind trichophyta vagans. 


The Transformation of One Variety of Cutaneous Tuberculosis 
into Another. 

At a meeting of the Berlin Dermatological Society, held January 15,1895, 
Blaschko presented two patients illustrating the transition of one variety of 
tuberculosis of the skin into another clinically different ( Dennatologischc 
ZeiUchrift, Band ii. Heft 3). Both were originally cases of tuberculosis 
verrucosa cutis. In the first case, an indolent abscess formed at the site of 
the original lesion, which in time became transformed into a typical scrofulo¬ 
derma. In the second case characteristic lupus tissue appeared at the margin 
of the old verrucose tuberculosis. These cases are regarded by the reporter 
as proving the pathological identity of tuberculosis verrucosa cutis, scrofulo¬ 
derma, and lupus vulgaris. 
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Mycosis of the Nose. 

In a few remarks on “Some Cases of Mycosis of the Nose and Throat,” beau¬ 
tifully illustrated. Dr. Jonathan Wright refers [New York Medical Journal, 
July 6,1895) to a case which he recently saw at the Woman’s Medical Col¬ 
lege. A middle-aged woman had some mycotic-looking white patches on the 
roof of the nasopharynx; but what especially attracted his attention were 
one or two pearly-white minute spots on the mucous membrane covering the 
anterior end of the inferior turbinated bone on each side. They could not 
be brushed away with cotton. Examination under the microscope showed 
them to consist partly of mycelial threads. The character of the growth in 
the nasopharynx was not ascertained. He has not thus far noticed the re¬ 
ports in literature of any such growths occurring in the nose. 

Mucous Polypi of the Nose. 

At the sixty-third annual meeting of the British Medical Association re¬ 
cently held in London [British Medical Journal, 1895, No. 1808), an interest¬ 
ing discussion took place upon the etiology of mucous polypi of the nose, 
which was participated in by Drs. Guye, of Amsterdam; Luc, of Paris; 
Zuckerkandl, of Vienna; McBride, of Edinburgh; Hodgkinson, ot 
Manchester; Spicer, of London; Hill, of London; Bobworth, of New 
York; Schmidt, of Frankfort-on-Main; Daly, of Pittsburg; Macken¬ 
zie, of Baltimore; Newman, of Glasgow; Williams, of Bristol; De 
Roaldes, of New Orleans; and Mr. Richard Lake, whose habitat is not 
mentioned. 

To Bum up the points about which there can be the least contention, it 
may be assumed as the result of the arguments presented that the so-called 
mucous polypi in the nose are not really neoplasms, but inflammatory hy¬ 
pertrophies due to chronic irritation of the nasal mucous membrane, which 
undergo prolongation in consequence of gravity, traction, and the shape of 
the passages into which they protrude. 

This chronic irritation may be of the most varied character; nevertheless, 
cases do occur in which no precedent irritation can be detected, hence the 
etiology is still undetermined. 

Inasmuch as the lower portions of the nasal mucous membrane form the 
periosteum of the bone, inflammatory conditions at the surface produce hy¬ 
pernutrition beneath, and this leads to development of bone which may 
grow into the polypoid hypertrophy to the distance of a third or half an 



